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Agenda

1. Introduction: Purpose and set-up of the session

2. Building Block I: Obstacles to Data Use

Dilli Raj Lekhak Under Secretary International Economic Cooperation Coordination Division, 
Ministry of Finance of Nepal

Henry Asor Development Assistance Database Manager, Nigeria, Ministry of Finance, Budget 
and Planning

3. Building Block II: Reality-Check When Publishing & Way-Forward

Michelle Levesque Senior Project Manager, IOM
Horia Sohir Debbiche Principal Results and Transparency Officer, African Development Bank Group
Mark Brough Advisor, ODI Budget Strengthening Initiative Liberia

4. Closing: Follow-up actions
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Introduction
Purpose

● Cross-fertilization Data Quality      Data Use
○ Facilitating a discussion between data publishers and data users
○ Seek to build a foundation on how the quality of IATI data can impact ability to use the data
○ Open discussion with the IATI Community on how the COPs can be used to overcome challenges

● This session is not an end goal!

Set-up and logistics

● 55 minutes: both informative and interactive
● Format: ‘call-and-response’ => building blocks respond to each other and you are encouraged to 

share comments or ask your questions via the chat box  

Ice-breaking poll 

● Who is in the room?  
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BLOCK I: Obstacles to Data Use

In case of any questions or comments: use the chat box 
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IATI Virtual Community Exchange

Expected objectives from today’s session:

• IATI and Nepal’s engagement

Focus of Bridging Data Quality and Data Use:

• How to cross-fertilise between communities of users and publishers of IATA data

• Share partner country (NEPAL) perspectives on the obstacles to the use of IATI data 

• Starting point for further discussions- to bring data publishers and data users together for 

the common good

• Reflection on need for continuous interactions
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IATI Virtual Community Exchange

High-quality, comprehensive and timely data to:
• Strengthen development processes 
• Accelerate development results

IATI’s dual purpose:
• Support increased aid transparency and accountability
• Increased use of aid data for research, analysis and decision-making 

IATI’s potential at the partner country level
• Supplement and validate existing government development finance data collection 

IATI’s success in meeting data use aims - partner country level?

IATI Data Importance  
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IATI Virtual Community Exchange

IATI Data Challenges

Data Access Data Complementarity Data Quality
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IATI Virtual Community Exchange

• Advocacy, knowledge-sharing, peer learning

• Interactive courses

• Tailored country engagements

• Facilitating dialogue 

IATI Data: Way forward
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Key data gaps / quality issues encountered in using data at country level

Data Gap: Not all organizations report budgets, commitments, and spending
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Key data gaps / quality issues encountered in using data at country level

Data Gap: Gaps in reporting of aid type
Example: 10% of spending unallocated to aid type for 2020
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Key data gaps / quality issues encountered in using data at country level

Data Gap: Gaps in reporting of finance type
Example: 10% of spending unallocated to finance type for 2020
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Key data gaps / quality issues encountered in using data at country level

Data Gap: Gaps in reporting of OECD DAC sectors
Example: 3% of spending unallocated to sector category
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Key data gaps / quality issues encountered in using data at country level
Other data gaps
● Location data not always included 

○ e.g. States in Nigeria; or not specific enough to be useful (e.g. point in the center of the country or capital 
city is specified as the location)

Variation in how publishers publish
● Variation in what organisations publish and how they publish it makes it difficult to analyse the data – e.g. how/when 

organisations publish spending; some report commitments while others do not, etc. 
○ Need to understand each publisher’s data (but how can a government do this?) to be able to analyse data across 

organisations.
● Having different guidance for analyzing each publisher’s data based on how they publish is not practical for analysis.

Lack of traceability and issues with double counting
● No standard approach followed by publishers for reporting of incoming funds, linking of activities, etc. – this makes double 

counting a major challenge for partner countries in using IATI data.

Timeliness
● The frequency of updating data by publishers needs to be consistent (preferably data should be updated 

quarterly) so that the data can be used to feed into planning processes of Partner Countries 
○ e.g. If some publishers publish annually or bi-annually then the Government may not be able 

to get a complete picture.
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BLOCK II: Reality-check When Publishing 
& Way Forward

In case of any questions or comments: use the chat box 
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Publishers’ Perspective

S.S. IATI
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Using African Development Bank 
IATI data in Liberia

Initial findings!
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OVERVIEW

Managing aid in Liberia: A big and complex task
● Large volume of aid: equivalent to around 100% of the national budget; 

in the past even higher.
● Highly fragmented: a large number of different development partners.
● A small Aid Management and Coordination Unit with limited resources.

Liberian Fiscal Year runs July-June; from 1st January 2022, it runs 
January-December.
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THE CHALLENGE
Multiple funding instruments:

● It’s important to know how much of a particular funding instrument has been disbursed 
and how much remains.

● It’s important to have the breakdown by finance type.

Capturing most up to date data:
● AfDB data normally provided each quarter in PDF disbursement reports and has to be 

manually transcribed.

Initial focus for IATI import:
● Major donors’ financial data
● Quarterly disbursements; annual forward projections
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BEFORE IMPORT

TSF component
(grant)

ADF component
(loan)
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WORK WITH AFDB

● Worked together over the course of a year
● A number of small technical improvements that had a big impact 

○ e.g. grant/loan
● Added the loan instrument number using an extension to the IATI 

Standard
● Reviewing questions, discrepancies - in constant dialogue over a couple 

of weeks
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FINDINGS

More complete and accurate
● For some projects, the total disbursement value in IATI is the same as collected 

locally.
● There were also some differences - we were easily able to fill in data gaps from 

reporting.
More coherent
● We can import and represent complex data more easily.

Lower burden
● After checks, import took around 5 minutes per project.
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Closing

Wrap-up & follow-up activities
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